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Drought Management Centre for Southeastern 
Europe - DMCSEE

o „Top-down“ initiative, triggered jointly by WMO, 
UNCCD and ICID

o Delegates prepared Framework for the 
preparation of a project proposal on the 
establishment of a Drought Management 
Centre for South-Eastern Europe (DMCSEE) 
within the context of the UNCCD

o September 2006: Decision on DMCSEE host 
institution (2016 was 10 year anniversary !)

o DMCSEE activities supported by the 
Government of Slovenia (reestablished after 
crisis), majority of activities  executed in frame 
of international projects



DMCSEE activities
2006 - 2017

IDMP CEE



www.dmcsee.org

Web-
based
platform



Why DMCSEE?
o Status of drought development – SEE regional overview

o Common tools/methodologies for drought analysis,

o Standardized protocols for data collection & processing; DMCSEE
server for data access to regional drought information;

o Project work: upgrade with new developments (remote sensing); 

o Drought info dissemination – stakeholders/drought channels;

o Trainings/workshops (secondment of staff);

o International collaboration
o WMO, UNCCD (founding organizations)
o Joint Research Centre / European Drought Observatory group
o NDMC/NIDIS (mainly via IDMP)
o FAO, UNEP, ICPDR, EUSDR
o GWP



Monthly drought
bulletin

o Hot spot - short summary, short 
insight of possible circumstances 
of drought at the time of issue.

o Additional and auxiliary 
information (such as methodology 
used, more detailed information 
on water balance or temperature 
situation)

o Report on drought impacts
(more info about drought impacts
is missing!)

o Outlook



DMCSEE project work – way how 
to maintain sustainability

o Most of work done through international projects
o DMCSEE (2009-2012, financed by EU ERDF)
o IDMP CEE (2013-2015, financed by GWP)
o WMO DRR (2012-2014)
o Current project: DriDanube (2017–2019, financed by EU

ERDF/Danube Transnational Programme)

o DriDanube Drought User Service (DUS) is planned to become main data 
platform of DMCSEE

o Sustainable funding for maintenance of DUS beyond 2019 is being discussed?



www.gwpcee.org

Our mission is to support 
the sustainable 
development and 
management of water 
resources at all levels

13 Regional Water Partnerships
85 Country Water Partnerships
3000+ Partners in 178 countries

The Global Water Partnership
for a water secure world



www.gwpcee.org

IDMP CEE

1st phase: started in March 2013 – 2015 (40 organizations from 

10 CEE countries)
2016 – preparation of project proposals and 3-year workplan 

2nd Phase: 2017 - 2019

Integrated Drought Management 
Programme (IDMP)

• Joint initiative of GWP and WMO
• Launched in 2013 at the High-Level Meeting on 

National Drought Policies (HMNDP) in Geneva

Increase the capacity of the CEE region to adapt to climate
variability by enhancing resilience to drought.



www.gwpcee.org

• Overview of the situation regarding drought management in 
CEE

• Guidance document for preparation of the Drought 
Management Plan 

• Communication links between the experts and policy 
makers 

• Increased capacity of the key actors to prepare Drought 
Management Plan (National Consultation Dialogues)

Main achievements 2013 - 2015

• Connections and exchange of information and results, 
with organizations in the region (DMCSEE, ICPDR, 
EUSDR, etc.)

• Demonstration of new, innovative approaches in 
drought management linked to: Natural Small Water 
Retention Measures (Guidelines, case studies), soil water 
holding capacity, drought in forests, remote sensing data, 
etc.



www.gwpcee.org

Collection of existing drought monitoring approaches and the establishment of a 
link with European database and monitoring service (EDO, DMCSEE) 

Providing additional products to EDO from CEE countries

Preparation of the Implementation Guide: 

• explanation of EDO functionalities to users

• how to integrate new data into EDO

IDMP CEE & DMCSEE & EDO

26 new products was added 
into EDO



www.gwpcee.org

 Improvement of the drought 
monitoring

 Unification of drought impacts and 
risk assessment 

 Overcoming gaps in decision-
making processes in drought 
management

 Improve dialogue between the 
scientific and policy-making 
communities 

IDMP CEE 2017 - 2019



www.interreg‐danube.eu/dridanube

 Project financed by European fund for regional development (85%) 

 Lead partner: ARSO/DMCSEE

 Project budget: 1.974.750,00€

 Duration of project: 30 months (January 2017 – June 2019)

Drought Risk in Danube Region
DriDanube

7 EU countries
3 Non-EU countries

15 partners
8 Strategic partners

Slovenia 2
Austria 2
Czech Republic 1
Slovakia 2
Hungary 2
Romania 1
Croatia 1
Serbia 2
Montenegro 1
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 1



www.interreg‐danube.eu/dridanube

Main Outputs 

Improved drought emergency response and better 
cooperation among operational services and decision 

making authorities in a Danube region.



www.interreg‐danube.eu/dridanube

Drought User Service

 User interface, combining remote sensing data from CGLS and 
drought impact assessment models



www.interreg‐danube.eu/dridanube

Drought User Service

NDVI anomaly, 1.7.2017 NDVI anomaly, 1.8.2017



Needs and expectations 

o connecting different initiatives, projects, programmes which 
are working on drought indicator systems, classification of 
drought stages, thresholds, early warning, etc. 

o harmonized data collection, methodologies (INSPIRE 
directive – protocols), impact & risk on EU level; 

o sustainability (project to operational work); 
o briefings EDO-DMCSEE-IDMP - other initiatives;
o integration of drought monitoring into drought management 

– stronger link with EC and support with the preparation of 
the EU Drought Policy? or other regional policy (EUSDR).


